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Mr. President, Hon. Bernard and Ann Jenkin. Distinguished guests. Ladies and
gentlemen.

We are privileged to have Bernard and Anne as our Guests of Honour for this
evening. Those of you who know them will know they work very hard for the
success of our party. Bernard is also the chairman of the most prestigious United
& Cecil Club which is one of the oldest and most celebrated clubs in history of
the Conservative party. Those of you who are not yet its members should join it
immediately and benefit enormously from the networking opportunities that it
provides under the able leadership of Bernard.

Before I go on, and speak for another 2 hours, I would like to tell you about an
incident when a vicar addressed his Sunday congregation and stopped after 15
minutes. The following Sunday he spoke for 10 minutes and stopped. Somehow
the Sunday after that, he spoke non stop 2 hours. Understandably everybody got
bored and left except one of the most loyal parishioners. When the Vicar
stopped, the parishioner came up to him and asked politely, “How comes you
spoke for 15 minutes Sunday before last, and last Sunday only for 10 minutes,
but today you kept going for over 2 hours? Did you get a divine inspiration from
the Lord today?” The Vicar replied, “No, I have changed my dentures. The first
Sunday I spoke for 15 minutes and they started to hurt me. The following Sunday
I had to stop after 10 minutes because the pain had become unbearable , but
today, by mistake I put my wife’s dentures in and I couldn’t stop talking.

Ladies and gentlemen, luckily for you, I am wearing my own dentures today and
they are hurting and hence I will spare you much further agony.

Many of you must be wondering what the BACL is. The British Asian
Conservative Link was set up by our Chairman Mr Ranbir Suri JP, to provide an
invaluable service to our community and party. Firstly, to make us more politically
spirited and Secondly to help us join the party of our natural values. I am pleased
to say that before the establishment of the BACL there were very few Asians
supporting our party but the picture today, is in front of you.

It is not a secret that we lost the General election three times in a row. This is
simply because elections are won when the other party loses. I am afraid we
were not in tune with the aspirations of the British people. We can even call it
poor marketing skills on our part that we were unable to communicate our
message in the language voters could understand.
The biggest culprits in all this were our local Associations who selected

candidates on the basis of their colour and sex and not on their merits. It is a fact



that we can never win a election until we win inner city seats Needless to say;
inner cities are dominated by ethnic votes. A vote to the other Party is a loss of
two to us. We need candidates who can identify with the local voters and also
who can easily blend with them. We also need Ethnic roll models to show that
progressing in the Conservative Party is not like climbing the Mount Everest.

There is another issue facing our community. We commonly live in a joint and
extended family. Even after retirement grandparents are too busy looking after
their grandchildren or family businesses or travelling on extended holidays to our
countries of origin to make up for lost time. As a result we do not see many
Asians in the local Associations taking part. Unfortunately, if we do not take part
then we cannot blame others but only ourselves. I hope that some of you will join
your local Associations and ensure that ethnic candidates are given equal
opportunities to become members of Parliament of this great country where our
destine now lies.

I would like to give you the example of Ealing and Southall where, two years
ago, I was dismissed as their candidate for Parliament. The person selected
came third in the election behind Lib Dems. You must bear in mind that over 60%
of the population of this constituency is Asian and the Association has never
deemed fit to select a candidate in the past 50 years who could communicate
with the local population and also identify with them.

I had two choices: either to go away like many had done before me or stay and
fight. I decided on the later with the help of the BACL members. Would you
believe that at the last council elections Asian candidates were selected to fight
the election and many of them won? It is with their support that took control of the
Council. Tomorrow, for the first time in the history of this Association, two Asian
candidates will fight the election for the post of Chairman. This is an unbelievable
transformation. It just goes to prove that we can change the attitude of people if
we are united and determined to achieve what rightfully belongs to us.

Finally, I am pleased to say that Bernard is a modernizer and a courageous
leader who has stuck his neck out to make changes which will bring benefit to
our party and to our country. Not many politicians bring about changes in case
things go wrong, but here is a man even though things have gone wrong
temporarily is still fighting for change which is essential for the survival of our
party as a credible force. Thank you Bernard for being a friend of every British
community. Thank you, Ann for supporting him in his endeavour. Thank you and
enjoy the rest of the evening.


